DESC9175 – Web Design and Programming 

Lecturer – Jason Green | Course Coordinator – Andrew Vande Moore

Week 1 – Introduction to the course structure and the web.

Week 2 – Website planning including flowcharts, site maps, wireframes, user profiles, and use case scenarios. Website design basics. 

Exercise – Using a simple example, construct a flow chart sitemap, a wireframe, and a user profile.

Assignment 1 – Develop a brief for the website you will build this semester. Include 2 user profiles. This will essentially be your brief for the final assignment.

Week 3 – Designing for the web.

Exercise – Photoshop tutorials.

Week 4 – Non teaching week.

Week 5 – Using XHTML and CSS. Div layouts, separation of style and content.

Exercise – Step by step creation of centred 2 column div layout.

Week 6 – Advanced XHTML/CSS techniques. Different types of layout. Dealing with hacks and inconsistencies. Getting total cross browser compatibility. Understanding web accessibility.

Exercise – Step by step of some more advanced examples.

Week 7 – Javascript with Aaron, Technical Director at M&C Saatchi Digital

Exercise – Basic Javascript use including a practicle applications.

Week 8 – PHP  with Aaron, Technical Director at M&C Saatchi Digital

Exercise – Basic PHP use including a few practicle applications.

Assignment 2 – Get your design into an initial html template. Possible content page that could contain a variety of different information layouts.

Week 9 – SQL and Databases. How they work, how to create data and how to retrieve it with your website.

Exercise – Making database queries from a preset database.

Week 10 – General feedback of assignment 2

Exercise – Individual feedback

Week 11 – Flash integration with xhtml and scripts, and appropriate use of flash.

Exercise – Getting flash into your website, and feeding data into your flash as well as getting data out of it.

Week 12 – SEO issues. Optimizing your website for search engine indexing.

Exercise – Review and help for EACH individual's website.

Week13 – RSS feeds and getting a job (portfolio, resume and interview tips).

Exercise – Review and help for EACH individual's website.

Week 14 – Guest speakers from digital agencies.

Exercise – Collect assignments.

